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SOME RITCHEY DOLLS. 


MRS. E. T. RITCHEY 


The Grandma Moses of Dolls 


Length of years, thank goodness, 
has little to do with one’s talents, 
personality, and contacts. Our 
friends remain friends, not loving 
us because of our youthful bloom 
and boom, but with delightful dis- 
regard as to whether we be eight- 
een or eighty! Oh, some of us 
grow crochety while others mel- 
low, but my favorite old Hindu 
proverb even makes allowances for 
that—“To know all is to forgive 
all.” 


It is our proud privilege here 
to present to you an octogenarian 
dollmaker with whom we have 
worked for about five years, an 
imaginative, creative, buoyant soul 
whom all of us at Kimport have 
learned to love—Mrs. E. T. (Grand- 
ma) Ritchey. We hold in high re- 
gard all Ritchey dolls, too, dolls 
that look more like people than— 
than—well, than some people do! 
There is an unmistakable quality, 
the stamp of Ritchey conception, 
much too personal a touch to be 
called “technique,” that subtly ra- 
diates from every little being she 
brings forth. In doll interpretation, 
Grandma Ritchey works with the 
same deft, clean-cut assurance in 
her medium of homey materials 
that Grandma Moses achieves with 
her paints and her memories. Yes, 
that is high praise, but truly there 
is in both of these precious old 
ladies’ work that same charm of 
stark realism which makes for 
classic Americana. 


You’d love her letters, little ex- 
planations like, “Mr. McKim would 
Ve be let down to see what he 


alled ‘my studio.’ Why, it’s just a 
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corner in the big kitchen, wit 


plenty of cupboard space for all 
the fixin’s a body’s apt to need.” 
Then she explained that home was 
the ten room house in which a 
lifetime of dear memories had been 
gathered. Most of it is rented out 
now, the children and some of their 


children have radiated out into > 


their own abodes, but it is comfort- 
ing and challenging to be inde- 
pendent, to be alone, but with loved 
ones who care, close at hand. So 
you see the temperament and en- 
vironment are right for creative 
work. Mrs. Ritchey has both tal- 
ent and energy to follow through. 


Shown top left is Aunt Susan 
with her freshly shampooed white 
hair, one that modeled .up-to suit 
her maker. Susan’s tag explains 
that while she doesn’t believe in 


over-doin’ on eating, she takes °@ 


truck with faddy diets either. There’ 
nothing wrong with a well-rounded 


~ 


figure! Just tossing a shawl around— 


her shoulders, 12 inches tall, No. 
10R, $17.50. 


Below, and doubtless a congenial 


neighbor, is Widow Brown, a little 
more worn and worried looking 
than well-rounded Susan, but a 
God-fearing, hard working and 
mighty nice, neat person. Her gold 
bar pin and wedding band don’t 
show in the picture, but the hand 
crocheting does. There’s a pocket 
full of it! No. 11R, 11 inches tall, 
$16.50 : 
The _ short-legged little couple 
looks that way, because they are— 
but let’s just quote their tag: “Lit- 
tle Miss Annie Brown had been 
cook at the Fillin’ Station Cafe for 
as long as anyone remembered. 
Fellas joked her, but mostly about 
being ‘Shorty.’ Then, along cam 
Alma Beasley—same initials, sam 
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roportioned figur’. Alma is a good, 
rigsteous man. He likes Annie’s 
cookin’ and Annie too, and it sure 
looks like she was a’goin’ to hang 
onto Alma!” Only a little over 8 
inches tall, the pair, No. IR, 
$20.00. 

Bottom center, it’s “Allie and Al 
Going Dancing.” They are 10% 
inch size, No. 18R at $24.50 the pair. 

We have three dancing couples 
by Grandma Ritchey. Emmy is 
strawberry blonde and gay as a 
cricket in her new fall dress, with 
a silver beaded yoke on rose color 
silk. Roy is dressed up to the 
extent of a white silk shirt, but no 
coat, partly because it was still hot 
when the Elks gave that dance, 
and partly because Grandma Ritch- 
ey hates to be bothered with mak- 
ing men’s coats. “They’re the worst 

hing about doll makin’;” 10 inch 
olls, No. 14R, $27.50. 


The third dancing pair, also not 
shown, were just called a modern 
couple who take their dancing seri- 
ously, but Lah-de-dah—if this Wis- 
consin couple is modern—so is my 
seven year old bathing suit! Nice 
people, she is a pretty blonde in a 
sea-green print, white slippers and 
hose. He wears a coat AND a vest 
that match his pin stripe trousers 
—and a prim bow tie and a watch 
chain! Sound modern?—But they 
are a wonderful: pair. Scant 11 
inches for him with her half-a-head 
shorter, No. 15R, $27.50. 


In the “slat” sunbonnet and cal- 
ico print is—“‘Oh, just call her 
Grandma Gardener, because gar- 
dening is what satisfies her most, 
from the early spring days when 
the clods are hoed into smoothness, 
till the last orange pumpkin is 

thered in the fall. .Twelve inches 

ll with the most lovable wrinkles 


and eyes that fairly twinkle as she 
studies the seeds in her hand, 
No. 16R, $15.00. 

The strange looking lady below 
our garden enthusiast is an early 
Ritchey character, a doll we have 
had for some time, on exhibits and 
such. She is Chinese-American, 
educated, devout and wishing to 
return for missionary work to the 
troubled land of her ancestors. 
Cute little tea things; dress is 
faded and price reduced. Eleven 
inches tall, No. 17R, $10.00. 


In the lower right corner is one 
of the home town fathers in leath- 
er cap and windbreaker. He’s down 
at the corner store telling some 
cronies about the latest letter from 
his boy in Korea. Eleven and a 
half inches, wispy red hair and 


such an eager face. No. 18R, $17.59. . 


There are others. One other 
couple seated on a bench is dapper 
chap with a mustache whose left 
arm encircles a most willing look- 
ing gal with bright red hair and 
crimson lips. The sleeves and yoke 
to her silk print dress are allur- 
ingly lacy. Looks to me like he 
might be the new music teacher 
and she a most promising soprano! 
Nine inches high, seated, they are 
No. 19R, $27.50. 

Meg MacDougal is visiting nurse, 
and capable she looks, with apron 


already on under her hooded cape, 


and satchel in hand. Another 2 
inch person, No. 20R, $14.00. 


One more we'll describe—“The 
‘Club President”; she is opening the 
fall study series, with eagerness, 
sweetness, aplomb! Nicely dressed 
in black velvet, with earrings, cor- 
Sage and a real little masterpiece 
hat. Ten and a half inches tall, 


No. 21R, this precious exec is $17.50. =) 


Of what are they made? We 
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never ask. Not apple or wood or 
ceramics or cloth. Ritchey dolls 
jJook like modeled mache that’s 
flesh finished. There are wrinkles 
and dimples and puffy places where 
they belong, with a feeling of bone 
structure beneath it all. The eyes 
are deep modeled as in sculptoring. 
We know that each painstakingly 
made hand has been fashioned over 
a wire framework, because some- 
times a bit of wire is exposed at a 
‘finger tip. 


And you do realize, don’t you, 7 


that these or any others we may 
get from that delightful source are 
definitely one of a kind. There is 
one only “Aunt Susan,” ‘Widow 
Brown,” etc. “And no, it would be 
worrisome to try to work to some- 
one else’s notion, besides, how do I 
know who they’ll turn out to be?” 


WHITE HOUSE PARADE 


When it comes to offering for 
sale a series of Presidents and/or 
of First Ladies, we hesitate, be- 
cause there has never been a com- 
plete reserve set here at Kimport. 
Each one of these dolls is carefully 
modeled and painted for a fair like- 
ness of the original, then hand 
dressed, again in fair likeness of the 
person it represents. Each is defi- 
nitely true to period, with the 
ladies’ gowns usually copied from 
inaugural ones. All of this does 
put us a bit in the mood of that 
New England candy shop owner 
who boiled up batches of hoar- 
‘hound and peppermint but decreed 
“IT shant make home-made fudge. 
It sells too fast!” 

Points in favor of a Kimport 
presidential series are _ several. 
‘They are shelf size, Mr. Lincoln’s 
. ‘6'4” being scaled to about 10” with 


_ ihis Mary who has flowers modeled 


; ‘ %., ‘ so . * Ln oe. 
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in her hair standing about 8% 

Others are in proportion to this 
long-and-short pair, with little 
James Madison, who weighed 
around 100 pounds, the smallest of 
the men. 


Unlike some sets we have seen 
where the ladeis’ heads were doll- 
like and similar, ours are definite- 
ly adults and, yes, really better 
than a “fair likeness.” The mod- 
eled hair styles alone add much in- 
dividual variety. Heads, arms, and 
lower limbs are made of a pow- 
dered stone composition; cloth 
body. Each face is hand-painted 
in oils which means no two are 
identical, but still always good 
likenesses. Truly they’re a lot of 
doll for the price, an exclusive 
that really draws attention—mercy 
me—am I brewing a batch of nut 
fudge? 


Price range is from $7.50 


$12.50 each. If you'd like to co : 


\ 


7 


a 


. 


Ee 


sider some or eventually all, please 
ask for our chronological list with 
prices. Several Doll of the Month 
customers are adding one, a pair 
or even four dolls in regular se- 
quence and in that way, each 13th 
time, the treat is on Kimport, a 
gift equal to the average of your 
regular twelve. 
* &¢ & 


Speaking of gifts, once long 
ago we asked for laces and ribbons 
and lengths of Jeavings—anything 
that would help some of the doll 
makers. Materials not useable for 
such are thick, heavy, or stiff cloth 


and large or even medium size . 


prints which would be out of pro- 
portion on dolls; too small or ir- 
regular scraps unless of some really 
rich or handsome stuff can take 


eo: postage than they are worth. 


Needed are soft woolens, velvet, 
real silk, light weight cottons; nice 
old things that are too out of date 
to be useable such as fancy neck- 
wear, cotton embroidery, beaded or 
other old fashioned trimmings but 
usually the: smaller patterns are 
better. Grandma Ritchey, whose 
dolls we cherish, asked for old kid 
gloves—one glove when the other 
is lost, outgrown or outworn leather 
pairs are surely good only for doll 
fixins! We pass on such dona- 
tions to dress everything from 
Mardi Gras queens to gypsies. Last 
week a package even went to Ger- 
many! 

Since the Presidents and their 
wives are dressed here under our 
supervision, there are boxes for 
different ones. 


goes here, pale gold silk, fine 


waringe, blue Jace all over here— 


+ 


* is goes on into hundreds of clas- 
fications. 


Narrow pleating - 
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So when you go through the box 
of old costume jewelry or that 
closet or trunk, if there are things 
which you hate to throw away—that 
are worth passing on to the dolls, 
we'll pay the postage, we'll say 
thank you, and do what we can to 
resend, where they’re most needed. 


SUNSHINE THROUGH 


SHADOW 

Mrs. William Flagg has written 
some truly gallant paragraphs in 
her letters to Kimport as she has 
ordered little dolls for her’s and 
Dorya’s collection. They have con- 
tained brave hopes and yet the full 
understanding of six year old Do- 
rya’s foe—leukemia. We have fol- 
lowed, sensing the meaning of such 
words as “relapse,” then “good re- 
mission,” the warnings and consid- 
eration of doctors, the emergency 
flights, four hundred miles to Me- 
morial Cancer Hospital in New 
York City. 

Along with a most carefully cray- 
olaed “thank you” card by the little 
girl who “loves pretty dolls best,” 
her mother wrote: “Dorya was 
thrilled with her tiny Ecuador dolls 
who came just in time to be opened 
on her way to the hospital for an- 
other transfusion. The nurse was 
very sweet and pinned one doll on 
each side of her collar so she had 
them close during the transfusion 
ordeal. The whole situation is like 
a bad dream. But Dorya continues 
to be a very sweet and brave girl. 
She has blood counts, transfusions 
and bone marrows without a whim- 
per. Dorya now has those newest 
dolls in her collection and insists 
on reading the page about them to 
all comers. They made her very 
happy.” 


bare, 


=” ARRIVALS 


Plum prettiest, and we do like 
pretty clothes, are the dresses of 
European peasants. All kinds add 
up to form a collection, but the 
distinctive cut of bolero and apron, 
of kirtle and cap and shawl as 
known in the provinces of France, 
the cantons of Switzerland, and the 
various villages throughout Poland, 
Holland, etc.—ah, it is these indeed 
that are the most picturesque high- 
lights from a hundred ports, all 
"round the world. 

The new line of Swiss dolls which 
Kimport has secured are so “Plum 
Pretty” that we’re eager to tell 
about them. They are made of a 
beautiful plastic or celluloid with 
pretty wigs, and in two sizes. From 
that lush sample line did we ever 
have difficulty in deciding which 
ones we could possibly spare! May- 
be some other styles will get in 
later, but for now, here are four 
in the small 6 inch size. 

Shown are Natalia of Neuchatel, 
and Vanessa of Valais. *ITwas the 
ruffled net wimple, worn under her 
fetching straw hat that made chub- 
by Natalia so irresistible. And 
her “cheese yellow” bodice with 
soft blue, harmonizing green tones 
and muted rose taffeta skirt—this 
little charmer just had to be Se- 
lected! She’s No. 1053CN, $3.75. 

With her, in brocaded apron and 
fichu is the Valais Swiss girl. Her 
“peach-basket” straw bonnet is 
_ faced with black and bedecked with 
bright ribbon folds; most artistic! 
No. 1053CV, $3.75. 
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SECO 


AUTON 


Not pictured here, but both style 
of dress shown recently in Doli 


Talk on the $14.95 carved wooden 
Swiss are little Laurette of Lucern 
and her 6 inch cousin from Appen- 
zell, Anneli. In this adorable small 
size, there is a wealth of detail; 
complexion is so softly peaches- 
and-cream; eyes turn mischievous- 
ly to one side; hands show tiny 
nails and knuckles and sturdy, slip- 
pered feet will make them stand 
alone. Big, wooden Lauretta was 
shown on the front page of last 
Doll Talk. Her 6 inch counterpart 
is No. 1053CL, $3.75. 


Wood carved Anneli, you may re- 
member, wore the winged head- 
dress, had silver chains on her 
bodice and finely embroidered 
white sleeves. So does this little 
one from Appenzel, No. 1053CA, 
$3.75. 


From Manger Square in Bethle-g 


hem of Judea, a new shipment 
cuddly, cloth doll brides have just 


black yarn; 


arrived at Kimport. Sounds like 
the Casket Girls of wicked New 
Orleans so long ago, or shiploads 
of prospective wives to our Eastern 
Seaboard colonies. But no, this doll 
(we named her Mina-Ruth) is 
dressed in too much heavy satin, 
crimson cloth, rich hued embroi- 
dery and jingling dower coins to 
look like pioneering in a rough new 
land. Hers is the dress and heri- 
tage of Bible times as pictured 
here although a little drawing 
cannot show the wealth of hand 
work that’s been done to add dis- 
| tinction to a pink-faced cotton 
On. Features are painted, hair is 

fine new materials 
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combine most pleasingly to make 
a delightful Holy Land doll. 

Mina-Ruth’s tall head-dress does 
bring her height up to about 11%”. 
No. 854A, $6.50. 

“Arkansas 
Traveler” is 
more than a 
tune to fiddle, 
it’s an Ameri- 
can folk lore 
doll. This ver- 
sion is made 
down in the 
northwest or 
Ozark section 
of Arkansas 
by a man and 
his wife who 
run a little 
print shop and 
other endeav- 
ors ingenious 
to turn an 
honest. dime. 
We had quite 
a time locat- 
ing them, after seeing their char- 
acter dolls in a highway shop. 

A. T. has much to recommend 
him. He’s hard-headed (a hickory 
nut in fact); he carries his own 
plunder in a bandana, and he 
stands on his own two sturdy feet. 
In fact, “gittin’ along on his .own” 
is a principle with him. Although 
you drive the roads of Arkansas 
from end to end and roam the 
Ozarks on any vacation, nary a 
one will look peculiar like our doll. 
Traveler is one of the group 
“Americana,” not, as we said, a 
representative citizen but a charac- 
ter. He stands 7 inches from the 
soles of his big bare feet to the 
peak of his ol’ felt hat, an’ yep, 
them’s mustachios that dangle 
down, long as his bandana ends?! 
No. 151, Arkansas made, $1.50. 


A KATHE KRUSE 


| DOCUMENTARY 

With gratitude for friends who 
share, we add this story from 
thoughtful Marion Kunkler of New 
York State. 

“In a German paper from Sonn- 
tagsblatt, dated May 18, 1952, there 
was quite a long article on Kathe 
Kruse. Here are some translated 
high lights that you and other col- 
lectors might appreciate for your 
files: 

“Born in Switzerland, the child 
of a talented, artistic, very poor 
dressmaker. 


“At 17, she married a man 30 
years her senior, Max Kruse. In 
1905, as a gift for her second child, 
she made her first doll because the 
father could not find one good 
enough for the child in any store 
in Berlin. This one was rather 
crude, but Kathe tried again and 
again, each time improving her 
product. 

“Eventually, she found herself 


with a doll business, and a very lu- 
erative one it became. She wanted 
her personality and artistry to re- 
main in her dolls, so she refused 
‘to lose those qualities by putting 
her work in a factory. Instead she 
turned her apartment into a work- 
shop, from which continued to 
come her dolls—Kathe Kruse dolls 
with the persona! touch. 


“In 1910, she asked Tietz (de- 
partment store in Berlin) to dis- 
play her dolls in their show win- 
dows. Overnight she became fam- 
ous. 


‘In 1911, the first Kathe Kruse 
doll was sent to America. The sale 
of the dolls was so tremendous 
here that she found it necessary to 
enlarge her mworkshop, so_ she 


DOLL TALK? eeececcccecocccces 


moved to an eastern city in Ger- 
many (Koesen). But her work 
continued “at home;” never were 
her dolls factory made. 


“At the end of the second world 
war, the Russians came to Koesen 
—this meant the end of the indus- 
try. Also—her husband died, and 
she had lost two sons in the war. 


“A heart-broken woman, _ she 
started once more to make her 
dolils—this time in Donauworth, in 
western Germany. — 


“So Kathe Kruse, now a grand- 
mother 67 years old, is not at the 
end of her career, but goes on 
in a limited way making and ship- 
ping her lovely dolls.” 

Mrs. Kunkler said there were two 
attractive illustrations with this 
story, one of young Frau Kruse 


with her first daughter Mimerle, | 
and the other with one of her 


grandchildren. 
* * & 


This much of the documentary 
story has been typed and held for 
over a year. Our order for a few 
of these current Kruse Dolls has 


been in for that long a time, but 


now there are half dozen here that 
we can mention. Adorable 18-inch 
Margarete (four of her) and 2 of 
her twin brother, Jacky. These 
two we had selected from pictures 
submitted, as having the most 
beautiful handwork on their 
clothes. His leggings and deep tab- 
eared cap—her hood and jacket, are 
closely hand knit of forest green 
and gray wools, while an old world 
print is used for her full skirted 
frock. They look like about three 
year old tots; oil painted, cloth 
(shaped) faces; soft, child-like 
bodies. He is No. 611, she No. 
611A, $35.00 each. 


Q. I have a china doll head with 
a sort of Peter Pan collar molded 
on it, and the name “Marion” 
raised underneath it. Was ere 
a sister type, some other name? 

A. Yes, quite a family of girl 
name china heads. All have the 
same hair style (ordinary low 
brow); there were touches of gilt 
luster on collar edge and letters. 

At various times, beside Marion, 
we have had Ruth, Pauline, Ethel, 
Edith, Bertha, Helen, Esther, Dor- 
othy, and Florence. There must 
have been one more to make a 
dozen series. 


® Q. Is there an antique doll called 
es Baltimore?” 

*Could be. All rules are barred 
ae it comes to giving historic 
names to old-time doll heads. We 
do have a notation here that one of 
our customers thought Lady Balti- 
more ‘was a lovely and ornate 
model that was made in reproduc- 
tion by H. D. D. H., and called 
by Mrs. Clear, “Elizabeth Parian.” 


Q. Doll making for my own col- 
lection has been a project of rather 
long standing. Friends tell me 
they are so clever that I should 
commercialize them some way. May 
I send some to you for: evaluation? 
They represent various nationali- 
ties. 

A. No, please, and for several 
reasons: 1, Kimport’s foreign 
dressed dolls must come from the 
country they represent. This makes 

. for authenticity and for amazing 
varity in a collection. 2, Our opin- 

ion of worth, $1.00 per doll, $5.00 per 
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doll, would have nothing to do with 
what your local clientele might pay. 
The only evaluation, cold as it may 
seem, is one backed up by an offer 
to buy and to pay, $1.00—$5.00 per 
doll. Friends may encourage, but 
producing and marketing are al- 
most always entirely different 
fields. 


Q: Is $130.00 too much for me to 
pay for a fashion doll that has 
been redressed? 


A. We just never make spot ap- 
praisals of dolls sights unseen, and 
not when we could examine them 
either, unless such dolls are of- 
fered to us for sale. Too many 
folks say things like, “I’ll bet that 
doll is worth a hundred dollars,” 
or “Antique dolls are awful’ valu- 
able, so don’t you sell that for 
less’n $50.00!” Many such random 
valuations only lead to disappoint- 
ment. I will only say that I 
usually know how much this, or 
any other old doll is worth to me. 


QUESTION BUT NO ANSWER 


Helen Bullard of Holly Dolls 
writes: “Do any of your readers 
know a little (4” x 5”) book called 
‘Me and Catherine Susan,” which 
is a charming, picture story of a 
group of penny wooden dolls? My 
young daughter picked up a copy 
in a second-hand book shop in Chi- 
cago and I have not been able to 
locate a single reference to it. Its 
author is Kathleen Ainslee; it was 
published by Castell Brothers, 
Ltd., London. No date, but it must 
have been well before 1914. This 


little book is a real treasure and 


I’d love to know more about its 
date and author.” 
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There will be a variation in sizes 
featured this time—I know, 
cause first on the list is one of 
those really large old china headed 
dolls. Wouldn’t you say a 9-inch 
high head, 32-inch doll was King 
Size? | 

Handsome “Constance” has much 
more than mere size to recommend 
her. The highly glazed, slope 
shouldered head of 1860 is free of 
any crack or chip; hair line is ex- 
_ tremely high at the center white- 
line part, but the two top curls 
loop in above the eyebrows for a 
narrowed forehead effect; two 
curls below are farther and far- 
ther back so the rose tinted cheeks 
are round and wide. There are 
eleven of these longest curls com- 
ing to the nape of her neck. There 
are fine rose lines over and dots in 
the corners of her large, bright, 
blue eyes. Especially nice model- 
ing as eyelids, nostrils and under- 
cuts around the lips; bust shaped; 
six holes for sewing on. “Con- 
stance” (tag on one petticoat) has 
home-made body with leather 
arms. Her white embroidered 
dress is of exquisite patterning, 
but fragile and grayed. There is 
even a 17-inch doll parasol of the 
same material but frankly we 
would not know how to bleach and 
protect this costume. So the value 
is largely in her head. No. A-36, 
$78.00. 


Also large, but not enormous, is © 


a perfect china blonde with un- 
usual hair style and exceptionally 
pretty face. There are those fine, 


be-. 


old time markings of soft red 
above the eyes with dots in the 
corners and in the nostrils. Pale 
yellow hair is center parted, but 
with sort of bangs and definitely 
different on the two sides; short, 
crisp curls all over the head; bot- 
tom tips of ears show. Shoulders 
are plump with four sewing holes, 
High glaze, with almost a mat fin- 
ish to the hair. China limbs are 
replacement, but extra nice legs in 
blue, buttoned boots. Home-made 
body, 21 inch “Angela” was named 
and dressed by her latest owner. 
N 0. A-37, $47.00. 

A big bisque with jointed body, 
one much in demand, is the life- 
like child character called “Pouty” 
whose closed mouth is definitely 
but not unpleasantly “pooked out” — 
and down at the corners. Beauti- 
fully modeled and painted — the 
bisque eyes, blue-gray. | Blonde, 
human hair wig is full and pret- 
tily curled. No broken fingers, 
tautly re-strung we would say this 
pretty Pouty is perfect. Nicely 
dressed and almost as big as life, 


24 inches, circa 1912—No. A938, 
$45.00. 
Still tall, but inexpensive for 


collector class items, are two 20 
inch metal head dolls, “Minerva” 
in cute old cotton clothes and 
“Matt” with new shoes and checked 
longies to go with his sheer old 
white blouse. Heads are 4% inch 
size but chubby—10 inches in cir- 
cumference and cast in the same 
mold originally. Someone just made 
a little gentleman out of M. Math- 
ew by way of costume. Composi- 
tion arms, nice clean children, she 
is No. A822 and he, No. A822B, 
$11.00 each. 


A 22-inch Shirley Temple is so 
marked on both swivel neck head 


blonde curly wig, 
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and body. Sleeping eyes; new 
this laughing 
dolly does show that she has been 
played with, but is unbroken. No, 
A542, $14.00. 

A really rare “Shirley” in perfect 


condition with original wig has not 


only sleeping but flirting eyes! Big 


gal, 25 inches tall and smartly 
dressed in the shortest plaid wool 
skirt with black velvet top, all 
zippered up the front; black patent 
strap slippers over hand crocheted 
blue silk socks. Limited edition 
of about 1930. No. A762, $40.00. 


We started by promising varia- 


tion in sizes—and how they have 


¢ 


run to big ones! There are still 
more big bisques, excellent ones, 
but here iwe come down in size to 
a 15-inch Kestner with big dark 
brown eyes that open and shut, 
bisque teeth modeled in with the 


upper lip, original, softly bobbed — 


wig and plump, perfect hands. 
There’s a bit of the colorful trade- 
mark left on her kid leather chest. 
Quaintly dressed in cherry red 
challis, lined, old black cotton lace 
stockings, but new shoes and a 
frilled, wool crochet hood. Pretty 
—and just like your mother—or 
you—-might have played with her. 
No. A944, $20.00. 

A lovely parian, 16%-inch size, 
has a deep shouldered perfect head 
with that high, high forehead 
rounding back to a flatly brushed 
top with vertical curls. This “1860” 
style is not so rare but here the 
coloring is. It is distinctly lemon 
yellow, actually more to the green 
than orange—but really sheer spec- 
trom yellow! New body with tiny 
waist and reproduction limbs; the 
antique silk costume is exquisite 
with matching patterned lace on 
the full skirt flounce and around 


ll 


the skirted basque, sleeves, and 
deep neck liné. Lined and velvet 
faced, correct for period styling. 
This aristocratic parian is No. 
A859, $62.50. 

Another smooth white parian is 
of much later vintage, marked 
“Germany” on the shoulders; child 
type with tumbled curls in pale 
tint, deeply modeled-in blue eyes, 
all pretty features; with three dim- 
ples. Head size, 5% inches. Kid 
body with white parian arms to 
complete the little girl into a 20- 
inch size. She wears a really old, 
turkey red cotton smock made in 
Kate Greenaway period, which 
seems just right for this doll head. 
There’s a. most becoming bonnet, 
too.—_No. A823, $62.50. 


To close, here is one—“in quan- 
tity,” limited, of course, as these 
Miss Virginias were made good 
forty years ago. The top, 2% 
inches to waist line, is one of those 
dainty, high glaze Bavarian half- 
dolls, a Dresden looking lady with 
classic gray curls, patrician fea- 
tures and slender arms. The legs 
are same era, gilt slippered—some of 
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you will remember the fad of mak- 
ing these up into the frilliest of 
pincushions. Well, ours were 
bought years ago when the old firm 


of Foulds and Freuer was dis- 


solved and we made them up into 
dolls. Artistically dressed in daint- 
ily tinted old silks and such, they 
are worthy a place in one’s collec- 
tion. No. 129, 7 inches tall, each 
$7.50. 


ee 


WHAT FROM CHINA? 


And the answer is “Nothing—of 
course!” The artisans and artists 
of any country that has either run 
amock or been hopelessly exploited, 
may never get back to producing 
the characteristic things for which 
their homeland had been honored. 
The class of people who did indi- 
vidual work, the lovers of arts and 
independence, fall first victims un- 
der hob-nailed regimentation: This 
has happened to unbelievably mil- 
lions of souls in the two decades 
of Kimport’s business life. We 
could reminisce for pages about 
the beautiful dolls that we’ve had 
from China, the painstakingly- 
made ones and also those cheaply 
but effectively contrived. There 
never was a better line of foreign 
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dolls than those carved wooden, 


* exquisitely dressed, little real-folk 


from the old Door of Hope Mission 
in Shanghai. 

Old warehouse stock, some things 
we have had here for years, one 
new commercial looking doctor doll 
that came through Hong Kong and 
the sum total is quite a proud 
array. 


That doctor doll would add a lot 
of fun, and informative conversa- 
tion, even though she’s not real an- 
tique ivory, the pedigree page is 
the same, telling how such ’med- 
icine ladies” were shown for diag- 
nosis of one’s ills. She’s a reclin- 
ing 5” adult figure carved of 
something made to simulate yel- 
lowed old ivory. Modestly draped, 
with bracelets at wrists and an- 
kles and a tuck-in pillow under 
her shoulder, this tinted lady rests 
upon a really well carved black 
wood couch, that’s almost worth 
the price itself. Chinese doctor 
doll and special base to fit it. No. 
424X, $4.50. 

Flamboyantly decorative are the 
actors, man and woman dolls in 
brilliant hues of silk, metallics, 
braids with silver and gilt tinsel, 
pompons—all built up to give a 
brave theatrical effect. The ladies 
have white slender faces; men are 
pink complexioned, both on square 
black bases of wood, which with a 
towering head- 
dress brings their 
height to a good 
6”. Nothing could 
be more like a 
holiday parade in 
Chinatown than 
these theatricals 
from the Old 
World. He’s No. 
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$1.00 for 


She 414A, and they are $2.15 each. 
There’s wide assortment, so you 
could have a varied effect. 
Another that we highly recom- 
mend is the family, father and 
mother 7” tall, with son, daughter, 
and baby in arms all in correct 
proportions. We can’t give an ac- 
curate description of their cloth- 
ing as the materials used were 
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doubtless pretty bits of silk, rayon 
or cotton, anyway while styles are 
traditional and the same, both 
cloth and colors vary. Built in 
wire stands, excellent, inexpensive 
Chinese import No. 406, the family, 
$5.95. 


Our own old stock, and only 18 
of them—is an elaborate Chinese 
Monarch, the Emperor Kao, who 
ruled for some 60 years during the 
Tsing Dynasty. As a doll, he is a 
handsome young man with modeled- 
on headdress, but brilliant hued 
silk-like robes with dragon em- 
bossed in silver trim. 12” size, 
comely and dignified, No. 434K, 
$7.50. “Sorry, no Empresses.” 


Kimport contacted all of our 
Oriental importer friends trying 
to find more old stock on those 
fascinating silk paper dolls; we 
hated to offer them with only a 
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few dozen sets on hand because of 
disappointment that would neces- 
sarily ensue. We did assemble 
quite a few sets of the 8 Immor- 
tals and Lao Tze, founder of Tao- 
ism. They are built up with 
slightly padded garments, hand- 
painted silk faces and some dis- 
tinguishing accoutrements for each. 
Why “paper” dolls? Well, the 
backz and hand-painted feet and 
some of the details are paper. Four 
have long beards—real whiskers! 
5 to 5% inches high, interesting 
hues, this classic type has been 


made.in China for hundreds of 

years. No. 438A, set of 9, $2.95. 
The last one is not a doll at all, 

but one that we talked ourselves 


into saying, “the handle could be 


a doll!” Solid brass bell with three 
enamel-backed mons and an en- 
amel-backed circle with brass dra- 
gons at the top. These 4” bells 
are sweet toned, decorative and 
heavy. And the top 2%”, the han- 
dle is an etched, conventionally 
shaped brass figurine. Only one 


dozen, from old, old China, No. 405, 


$2.75 each. 


CORRESPONDENCE. CLIPPINGS 


“Tt would love a few undressed 
antiques that aren’t too large, as I 
just fell heir to a box of old ma- 
terials from a hat shop that my 
great-aunts once owned! That’s 
all for right now, but my ‘future’ 
list goes on and on!” 

—Mary M. Hurd, Idaho. 


“In case you did wonder why we 
wanted the Danish Guards and 
Angels on our last order, Grand- 
mother is planning a Christmas 
tree for 1953 which, though small, 
will be decked in ornaments from 
all over the world—for this will be 
our Davie’s first!” 

—Mrs. Lois Scott, [llinols. 


“Please send me Mrs. Layton’s 
latest creation which I know will 
be good, as I have all her other 
small dolls. —Mable Stolte, Ohio. 


“An old lady, a friend of mine, 
has a superstition—As long as you 
keep a doll around from your child- 
hood, you’ll never marry and have 
a real one. Silly, but rather in- 
teresting!” 

—Gladys Burrell, New York. 


“The Coronation Coach is now in 
a Library window for all to see. 
It certainly helps to draw attention 
to our new county library.” 

—Mrs. Jessie Ellis, Kentucky. 
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= “I feel absolutely ‘let down’ when 
I’m not expecting a new doll each 
month, September through June 
(when teaching). Gee whiz! Even 
your stationery gives me a lift!” 
—Mae Sawyer, New York. 


“Enclosed are three premium 
checks I won at our local fair. 
Aren’t those %-inch china heads 
just the darlingest? I’m teaching 
school again this winter, and hope 
to get some proper settings built.” 

—Maxine Sickles, Iowa. 


“Tell your artist I loved the 
Kimport Little Women far better 
than several of the more elaborate 
sets I have seen, that were sup- 
posed to be the same dear Alcott 
girls.’ —Mrs. L. T. Golding, Mass. 


“The boxes you send are so won- 
cerful to open, and lots more fun 
than just shopping. Even our mail 
man gets into the act; stops next 
day to see. Kimports are a real 
weakness of mine.” 

—Grayce Neff, Colo. 


“When I showed Latin American 
dolls to the club composed of offi- 
cers’ wives, I found several who 
were doll collectors, but did not 
know one could get dolls like mine. 
Traveling like they do, I told them 
that often they still could not find 
dolls like the ones I get from Kim- 
port.” —Luta Ferrell, D.C. 


“T’ve taken dolls out twice in the 
past week, and then talked about 
them, too. It is work, but a lot of 
fun, too! My family teases me 
about the whole thing and say I 
should pay people to listen to me 
when I get going on dolls!” 

—Peg Siegfried, Penna. 


“The name of that cunning baby 
doll was ‘HE-bee—SHE-bee’ Copy, 
1925 by 'Twelvetrees.” (She even 
sent a pitcure!) 

—Mrs. S. O. Nelson, Illinois. 


*“T am so pleased with the Coro- 
nation Coach and find it is of great 
interest to all whose eyes fall upon 
it."—-Mrs. Evelyn Pilkington, Calif. 


“Martha Lynn has another birth- 
day (her 13th) and as usual, a 
doll is in order. Poor George 
Washington looks so lonesome that 
you had better send Martha along 
to keep him company. We love 
George who came at Christmas 
time. He is a remarkable like- 
ness and is much admired by all 
our friends.” 

—Mrs. Vance F. Kohler, Pa. 


“Even though dolls are about to 
crowd me out of my apartment, I 
must have a supply of those wee 


woodens. I’ll pass some along to 
my collection. Maybe they’ll be 
starters.” . 


—Jenivee Waller, Calif. 


“When I get going again on Doll 
of the Month, would appreciate 
having Julia Grant and also Mar- 
tha Jefferson Randolph. This part 
of the doll collection seems to catch 
everyone’s eye. When I had my 
doll tea for B. P. W., I made. pla- 
cards telling which were which and 
that helped.” 

—Ethelyn Jackson, Arizona. 


“Your Doll of the Month Plan is 
the best thing for working girls 
like me. It’s always so much fun 
to have a package come and then 
to find such charming dolls.” 

—Margaret Dorn, D. C. 


ROVING AMBASSADOR 


So many doll collectors know 
Mrs. Mary E. Lewis, who organized 
‘National Doll and Toy Collectors’ 
Club, Inc.” and the “United Fede- 
ration of Doll Clubs, Inc.,” that it 
is fitting to here report what this 
tireless enthusiast has been doing 
this year of Coronation, 1953. Of 
course, it has to do with Dolls, and 
with jewels, as Mary has worked 
most successfully before to com- 
bine her doll hobby and her store 
of information too on jewels, in a 
commercial and educational and 
cultural project. So here’s a royal 
salute to President Lewis—and we 
do not mean the big, bush-browed 
John L.! 

“Little Queens and Big Dia- 
monds” was the theme this year 
of a showing that combined dolls 


-in replica of the women who have 


been reigning sovereigns of Eng- 
land and replicas of Crown Jewels. 


This was exhibited at various Jew- 
elry Stores. We McKims had the 


pleasure of seeing it and visiting 
Mary when here in Kansas City. 


But to get to her letter written in © 


July, from—guess where—Anchor- 
age, Alaska! 

“T am blazing a new trail, which 
I hope will lead into many avenues 
for doll collectors. Since “Little 
Queens and Big Diamonds” is the 
first showing of this sort in the 
whole territory, newspapers and 
radio have gone all out and gen- 
eral interest has been keen. 

“Scenery in this territory is 
breath-taking and I am thrilled at 
having been sent to this fascinat- 
ing last frontier. As to Eskimo 
dolls, they are fairly plentiful, plain 
or with bone or walrus ivory faces, 
large ones and small, all dressed. 
fur parkas, but they do run ex- 
pensive.” . 


— an a cath ain aie dali din din dln alii din Alin Al in tin Ail i ie a in i i i i i i l,i i i a i i i al 


s+ 
One of the books regularly car- 
ried on the Kimport list for sale is 


‘\éarriage of Diamonds and Dolls” 
of which Mrs. Lewis ts co-author. 


This is a real addition to any well- 
rounded group of doll books, a 
lovely white and gold bound vol- 
ume of 200 pages—with about 40 il- 
lustrations. of the bride dolls which 
went into that former traveling 
unit. You’d like both the text and 
these pictures of wedding finery 
on fine antique dolls. Excellent 
both for reference and for real en- 
joyment. $5.00 postpaid. 


There is room here to remind 
doll lovers about that most beauti- 
ful of books on our subject, the 
well written, handsomely _illus- 
, trated “Dolls of Yesterday” by Mrs. 
Eleanor St. George. Scribners did 
themselves proud in getting out 
this blue bound 8x11 volume of 200 
pages with gloss photographs 
therein of some 450 antique dolls. 
Thirty-two chapters cover as many 
subjects -—- for instance, “Harly 
Wooden Dolls,” “Pre-Greiner and 
Greiner,” “Milliners’ Models,” ‘‘Pa- 
rian or Dresden Doll Heads” and 
—well, twenty-eight more! The 


_ price, $7.50 postpaid. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, !:dependence, Mo§ 


OUR KEWPIES Did A 
Disappearing Trick! 


Yes, we under-esti- ~ 

mated the witchery 

of these beloved 

Rose O'Neill charm- 

ers that were born 

a generation ago. Were you among 
the disappointed ones? Well, WE 
surely were! You see, it had 
taken several months to get these 
bisque Kewpies from Germany where 
they were being cast in the ori- 
ginal old molds. But you bought 
us out; a repeat order from us 

to Germany is refused "for now", 
But we have located 16 dozen each 
of these two sizes: 


#612A - 54" @ $1.25 
#612B = 62" 0 $1.75 


There never were more cunning 
dolls than Kewpies - plump as 
dumplings, bei-g rolled side - 
Wise eyes, peaked up topknot and 
sprouting buds of wings for sheer- 
est fantasy! 


